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Lessons From Band Camp

Our Worship Experience (WE) team had our first Band Boot Camp last month with Mr. Lionel Nelson, 
the music director and worship leader for Spirit of Life ministries in Hallendale Beach, FL and a gifted 
musician with over 40 years of experience. 

Although Nelson said a number of great things that weekend, here are ten that won’t stop ringing in my 
ears:

1. You gotta grow up! Developing and maturing may require pain and/or sacrifice, but it’s never in vain.

2. Take a willing heart above talent ANY day! Servitude and faithfulness always trump showmanship 
and man-made glory.

3. Know & remember the purpose of WHY you’re doing what you’re doing. Don’t be drawn or 
discouraged by mere “fluff.” As a worship leader (or any kind of leader!), stay focused on His glory and 
not your own.

4. The nose has two jobs on your face: to smell and to breathe. You can complain about it not being 
able to hear sound like your ear does, OR you can acknowledge & celebrate that it functions properly. 
Don’t dismiss treasures out of ignorance or selfishness.

5. There’s no need to gripe about things that won’t change. Did I mention the need to grow up?

6. Don’t be afraid to step outside the “box” of what’s comfortable for you. Contrary to what we think & 
feel, risk doesn’t always lead over the edge of a cliff to a crash and burn ending. Trust God…and trust 
yourself.

7. Dominate & be confident! Passivity is not food for leaders.

8. There’s no need to be upset about much of anything. If you are, it’s a way of saying that “it” is too 
big for God…and we know that’s a lie. Change your attitude and what comes from your mouth.

9. Less is more. More often than not, you’re not required to play everything you know in one song. 
Make room for others…and make room to be led by the Spirit of God.

10. Be intentional about what you’re giving. Don’t let it come and go by chance…do it on purpose.

By: Vickie Bowman, borrowed from her blog Sister to Sustah         	

Stand By Me



“You know that everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me, including Phygelus and 
Hermogenes.” - 2Ti 1:15 NIV
 
Maybe you can relate to the Apostle Paul when he wrote this to Timothy. Perhaps you’ve been in situations 
where you have been deserted and abandoned by all those around you. I know that I found myself in 
a similar situation when I decided to leave the church where I grew up. See, I had gotten filled with the 
Holy Ghost and my sister, who attended here at Gateway, told me I could pray in tongues as much as 
I wanted, whenever I wanted…and I did! Before I knew it, I had prayed myself right out of that dried up 
religious church I was in! Even though I knew we needed to go, I struggled for weeks before I finally got 
the nerve to tell anyone. I finally told my two children who loved the idea, and then I worked up enough 
nerve to tell my parents. Well, they were fine with it… for a day. 

After it started to sink in, my Mom and Dad did not like my decision to leave their church one bit.  Before 
I knew it, they were bombarding me with many reasons why I shouldn’t go to Gateway: “It’s too far of 
a drive. Is it really worth it?” they would say. At the time, I didn’t realize that it was pretty normal for all 
hell to come against you when you decide to follow Holy Ghost. I even began to question myself. I had 
said I would never leave the church I grew up in, but I knew what God was telling me. Deep in my heart, 
I knew I had heard from God, but the voice of the enemy tried to creep into my thoughts during the day. 
I prayed myself to a place where I could hear God clearly. It may not have been what I wanted to hear, 
but it was what I needed to hear at the time to get me where I needed to be. As I battled against my flesh 
and what was familiar to me, I began to see what it really meant to have Holy Ghost as my Comforter 
and Stand By. Because, Lord knows I wasn’t getting any kind of comfort or support from the people who 
were closest to me in my life!

Once I started proclaiming what God had said to me, there was a boldness that came over me. When 
people from the old church came to me saying how much I was needed and appreciated where I was 
and that there was no need for me to go elsewhere, I was able to boldly say to them that I had discovered 
that God still speaks today and that He was telling me to go to Gateway Believers Fellowship. Boy, their 
heads would go “tilt” when I would say that to them! People got mad at me when I took a stand for what 
God was saying. Lifelong friends abandoned me. When I stepped out in faith, believing I was being led 
by God to the place where He had destined for me to be, I had to leave everything that I was familiar 
with behind me. When you hear the Master’s voice, you cannot be swayed. God said He would never 
leave or forsake you, and He is so faithful to His word. When others criticized, Holy Ghost comforted. 
When others turned their backs on me, Holy Ghost stood by me. God provided a peace that passes 
understanding, and I have never regretted a day since I came to Gateway! 

By: Tammy Sanders
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